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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 18099 

1. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE SEEN OCT. 16 UPI STORY RELATING A "SIDE 
WALK PRESS CONFERENCE" BY MADAME NGO THANH AT WHICH SHE HIS- 
TRIONICALLY ACCUSED THE GVN OF INSTIGATING HOOLIGANS TO BREAK 
WINDOWS OF HER CAR AND PHYSICALLY ASSAULT HER. DURING VN PRESS 
CONFERENCE PM OCTOBER 17, OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN BUI BAO TRUC DENIED 
THE CHARGES. 

THE SPOKESMAN ASSERTED THAT MADAME THANH "COMMITTED A MISTAKE" 
IN ATTRIBUTING THE ASSAULT TO THE GOVERNMENT, RECALLING REPORTS 
THAT A GANG IS OPERATING IN SAIGON WHICH SPECIALIZES IN BREAKING 
CAR WINDOWS AND THEN COERCING THE VICTIMS TO PURCHASE REPLACE- 
MENT GLASS AT A HIGH PRICE. 

2. THE GVN SPOKESMAN ALSO SAID THAT THE GVN HAS NEVER ASSERTED 
IT WOULD DENY THE PROTECTION OF LAW TO THOSE WHO PRETEND TO BE 
MEMBERS OF THE "THIRD FORCE." RATHER, HE HAD SAID THAT " NO 
SECURITY MEASURES COULD GUARANTEE SAFETY" TO THOSE " CONCEITED 
PERSONS" WHO INSIST ON REFERRING TO THE GRVN AS THE 

"SAIGON REGIME." 

3. COMMENT: WHATEVER THE TRUTH OF MADAME THANH'S 
ALLEGATION OF OFFICIAL COMPLICITY IN THE ALLEGED ASSAULT, THERE 
SEEMS LITTLE DOUBT THAT MADAME THANH IS INCREASING HER VISIBILITY. 
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